
on Marlborough

Wiltshire Liberal Democrats working hard for your local area

Residents of Marlborough,
Pewsey and villages like
Ogbourne St George are fearful
that the bus services in the area
will be axed next year following
the close of Wiltshire Council’s
bus consultation on April 4
2016. Virtually all the services in
the area are subsidised, and
the options given in the survey
include cutting evening, Sunday
services, but the final option
would see all subsidised
services go. Buses are vital
lifelines, especially as
Marlborough has no station, no
A & E department and no
Further Education College.
Sue Knowles, local Chair of the
Lib Dems, says “The lack of
public transport in the area is

appalling and bus services
should be reviewed as a whole
not just looking at existing
services. People are astonished
when they find there is no direct
bus route between
Marlborough and Devizes for
example. Virtually everyone in
Marlborough is car dependent
but for the young and old, and
those who can’t afford to drive,
or aren’t able to, this is a
massive short-sighted blow.
Not to mention the effect of the
environment with ever more
cars on the road” The survey
seems skewed and will almost
certainly result in evening,
Sunday and rural routes cut at
the least.

Over 3 million jobs in the UK
are linked with our EU trade.
Being in Europe also gives
us greater strength when
negotiating trade deals with
global players.

Catherine Bearder MEP is
the lead negotiator on the
EU’s air pollution limits. She
says “Air pollution causes
nearly as many deaths in the
UK as smoking”. Air pollution
doesn’t respect borders,
and as with climate change,
only working together in
Europe will these issues be
tackled. These are just two
aspects of why we should
vote IN. For more info go to
www.libdems.org.uk/europe

Our Future is IN Europe
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Liberal Democrat Home Affairs
spokesman Brian Paddick said,
“Just weeks after George
Osborne said he backed the
police he has snuck out a cut
of £200m.

Dr Brian Mathew adds, “It is
now clear George Osborne’s
promise to protect police
funding rings hollow. Recent
figures released by Churchill
Insurance Group, highlight the
inabilities of frontline police to
cope in the current climate of
cuts.

In Wiltshire, just 8.3 in every
100 burglary crimes are solved.
The current Conservative
Police and Crime
Commissioner has failed to
tackle the fact that Wiltshire
tops the UK list of worst
burglary clear up”.

Dr Mathew continued  “ It
should be the prime
responsibility of the police to
ensure these criminals are
caught, so they can no longer
damage the lives of residents.”
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Lib Dems put vulnerable people
first in latest Council budget

Amendments passed at the
Wiltshire Council meeting of
Feb 23 2016 secured funding
for some of the most
vulnerable people in Wiltshire.
Cllr Glenis Ansell, Leader of
the Lib Dem group explained
“Whilst we have people in
Wiltshire using food banks, I
think it is right that councillors
should set an example. “  The
catering budget will be cut
by£50K, ending refreshments
for Councillors attending
meetings.
The £50K will go to funding
the Pause project which

works with people whose
children are(often repeatedly)
taken into care. Focusing on
the practical and emotional
needs of troubled mothers
offers an opportunity to break
the cycle of despair. It will
also save up to £2 million in
court and procedural fees.
The Lib Dems also proposed
funding specialist equipment
that will provide mental
stimulation and  improve the
physical well-being of
severely disabled young
adults.

Cllr Ansell also criticised the
short-termism of recent
Conservative budgets for
Wiltshire which have resulted
in cuts, but also the loss of
£20 million up to 2020, if
Council tax had been
moderately increased. “
Central government has been
difficult to deal with, but this
administration has put policy
before people, with the result
that Council taxes will now
rise, we will be £20 million
worse off and services will be
cut further.”


